
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aging people feel the brevity of years more 
than do most others.   Growing old isn’t so bad if we 
consider the only alternative, but it is troublesome if 
we still have things we’d like to accomplish and vigor 
is diminishing, and life’s brief day is nearing sunset 
time.  

No matter our age or situation, though, we 
can remember that if life is short we have time only 
for the best.  When the droughts come and we’re 
dried out and thirsty, the best we can do is steal away 
to a source of refreshment.   

Worship helps, because it fixes our minds 
upon enduring values, the eternal things and the 
Eternal One.  Compared to these our low moods 
seem almost insignificant. 

Fellowship with good people helps, too.  As 
the merging of two brooks will make a stream larger 
than either of them, the confluence of two good 
minds will make for a strength greater than one can 
have alone.  Why not try it and see. 

On September 20 a group of our seniors will 
be gathering with other seniors from the South Jersey 
zone for a seafood/chicken luncheon at our church in 
the Cape May area.  The cost is $5.00. We are also 
asked to bring a dessert. Care to join us?  See Charles 
Layton for details. 
 
 
 
 
 
Alexandra Grubb, Cole and Zach Martin, and 
Trevor Yeager participated in the Millville Baby 
Show on August 6th, and “Lexy” was chosen Most 
Precious Darling Baby – 2nd place! 
 
Congratulations to Sarah Layton who was selected 
the newest member of the 2008-2009 Pizzazz Dance 
Center Juniorettes Company.  
 
Pastor Ron and Shelva Calhoun are 
heading back to their alma mater this 
fall to be honored as Alumni of the 
Year of Eastern Nazarene College, at a Celebration 
Dinner on October 17th in Braintree, Massachusetts. 
Our love and prayers go with them for a safe trip and 
a wonderful time! 

Compassionate ministries is putting 
together action teams to reach out and 
minister within the congregation. If 
you are called to minister in the 
following areas, please give your name 
and contact information along with the 
area of ministry you are called to 

Wendy Hughes: Jimzgrl@comcast.net or 794-
3225 or Kim Eisenberg kcrah22@aol.com or 609-
247-6230. Your name will be added to a list and we 
will be meeting to discuss future plans on organizing 
these teams. 
  
For Church Family –  

 Benevolence (food, financial, and shelter)  
 Mercy (visitation at homes, hospitals or 

prisons, meals, clean and service homes, 
card writing, light yard work, crisis 
support),  

 Technical Assistance (auto or home 
repairs)  

 
For the community (we will be developing this for 
the future) –  

 Community (Food drives, clothing, 
bedding home repair, Yard work or any 
activity that demonstrates Christian love 
to the community) 

 
We are planning to bless needy 
families connected with the 
congregation with Thanksgiving 
food baskets this Fall. We will 
be doing a food drive for a 
compassionate ministries project 
to collect food for these baskets. 
There will be a collection area located at church but 
we will also accept perishable items like frozen 
turkeys, homemade goodies etc. The missions team 
plans to distribute these baskets the weekend before 
Thanksgiving.  Be on the lookout for more 
information. 
 

We will be participating in the 
Angel Tree project again this 
Christmas. We will be receiving 
the names of 50 homeless 
children from Youth Services 
who will not get any other 

assistance for Christmas. There is no limit on what 
you buy that child, we only ask that you include 
something that tells the child about Jesus. Be praying 
about how God will lead you to bless a needy child 
this season. The deadline for this project will be the 
beginning of December. Watch for the Angel Tree 
in late Fall to receive the name and info of your 
child or children to sponsor. 

http://mailcenter2.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/48AEC8570009A0F700002F622200735446049D0996030706?cmd=Compose&adr=kcrah22%40aol%2Ecom%20%28Kim%20Eisenberg%29&sid=c0&urld=http%3A%2F%2Fmailcenter2%2Ecomcast%2Enet%2Fwmc%2Fv%2Fwm%2F48AEC736000723B1000015602200735446049D0996030706%3Fcmd%3DShow%26no%3D7%26uid%3D201301%26sid%3Dc0


VBS 2008 was a HUGE success! Our largest 
attendance was 94, with the adults having the most at 
around 22.  We learned about loving and serving our 
neighbors in God’s Big Backyard.  Thank you to all 
who volunteered to make this the best VBS ever! We 
are looking forward to hosting 2nd UMC in our 
new facility during the summer of 2009! 

  
  
 
 

It’s that time of year once again, school starting, 
summer’s over…and time for Alabaster. Our 
September Alabaster offering will be taken the last 
Sunday of the month – September 28th. 100% of 
what is collected goes directly to the mission field to 
build churches, schools, hospitals and housing for 
missionaries. Won’t you please use your change (and 
dollars too!) to change the world for Jesus. Let’s help 
build God’s Kingdom. If anyone needs an Alabaster 
box, please see Kim Eisenberg. 
 
Also, Christmas is not far off and we want to 
remember our LINKS missionaries. Their 
information is at the missions table at the back of the 
sanctuary along with a Christmas tree display with gift 
ideas. We will be collecting Christmas gifts for our 
LINKS missionaries through October. Any questions, 
please contact Kim Eisenberg or Karen Morgan. 
Let’s show God’s love to our LINKS missionaries 
in a special way this Christmas.  
 
Thanks to tropical storm Hanna our 3rd All Church 
Yard Sale was postponed until September 
12th and 13th. Plan to attend to help out or 
to shop! Thank you to Adrienne 
D’Ambrosio for coordinating this huge 
project!  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our Griefshare Program will begin 
on September 16th. Any questions, see 
Dorothy Snyder. 

 
Men’s Retreat at Erma Camp  - September 19-20 

“ Being Called by God to a Higher Commitment” 
Cost $50 – includes lodging, meals, long sleeve shirt, 

golfing or 4 hour fishing trip 
 
BUILDING UPDATE: We are in the process of 
completing the appraisals of our property and 
complying with the bank’s terms. Please continue to 
pray and keep your pledges up to date. This is a 
critical time in the loan process and it is important 
that the pledges are received on a regular basis. 

Precious Hearts Daycare 
 OPENED SEPTEMBER 3RD. 

 
Your Opportunities to Help 

  
1. Tell your friends and neighbors about the 

daycare. Pass out cards. 
2. Put up a poster at work, if possible 
3. Can you put up a sign in your yard to 

advertise in your community? 
4. Donations for snacks: graham crackers, fish 

crackers, fruit, cereal bars (or other healthy 
snacks). 

5. Donations of AA batteries are welcome. 
 

Any questions or suggestions see Mrs. C. 
 
 

 
Nursery Volunteers Needed  

for Wednesday Evenings. 
 

Helpers are needed for nursery 
rotation (once per month). If you can help, please see 
Cynthia Martin, Wendy Hughes or Susan Bird OR see 
sign-up sheet at Children’s Ministry display.  
 

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES 
 

The Ladies’ Bible Study is beginning a new 
study on September 3rd called “Experiencing Spiritual 
Intimacy”, a Women of Faith publication.  All ladies 
are invited to attend and bring a friend! 
 

A Ladies Retreat is planned for January 23 – 
25, 2009! Just when the winter blues set in, we will 
spend a weekend of spiritual renewal and fellowship 
at the beautiful Port O Call Hotel in Ocean City.  
 

The theme will be LOVE, and our speaker 
will be published author Sue Thompson. Sue has a 
mission: to help others catch a glimpse of what they 
were made to be! She seeks to illustrate the truth 
proclaimed by the psalmist thousands of years ago: "I 
praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made . . ."  
You can read more about Sue Thompson at 
www.suethompson.org. 
 

The cost varies from $139 (4 to a room) to 
$165 (double). Single occupancy is $248. The price is 
all-inclusive and covers 2 nights and 4 meals.  

 
 There is a sign-up sheet in our worship room. 
Please sign your name so we can get a head count (we 
need at least 25). Registration forms are due by 
October 22nd, along with a $50 deposit. If you would 
like to set up a payment plan see Wendy Hughes. For 
questions, see Wendy, Christine Kelly, Barbara 
McDowell or Judy Lutz.  
 
 The ladies will sponsor fund-raisers 
throughout the fall, to cover the cost of the speaker 
and the conference room. 
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BACK TO…THE PROMISE 
 
It‟s time for all the fall „Back To‟s.  It‟s „back to 
the store‟ for school supplies and clothing; 
„back to the lines‟ for college registration and 
bookstore purchases; „back to school‟ for 
students; „back to work‟ for teachers; the „back 
to school rally‟ for teens and their soon-to-be 
weary chaperones; „back to normal‟ for many 
people who dread the lack of routine that 
summer brings; „back to resolutions‟ for those 
who periodically evaluate their New Year‟s 
pledges…you have the picture. 
 
For this month, I‟d like to call you „back to the 
promises‟.  Have you read the Pilgrim Holiness 
Church marquis?  Just in case you missed it, 
here it is (more or less), “The Promises of God 
have No Expiration Dates.‟  Take some time to 
read these promises that God has given our 
church during this building process: Genesis 
13:17, Isaiah 43:18-19, I Chronicles 28:20-21, 
and John 11:40. 
 
Now, with the opening of the Daycare coming 
this week and our anticipation of the new 
building starting this early fall, there‟s no time 
to relax our faith.  We need to come back to 
the promises again and again.  We cannot 
accomplish all this alone!  God can! And, He 
has called us to a partnership of faith that 
believes and acts upon His promises.   
 
Listen to this wisdom from the past:  “Every 
time you venture out in the life of faith, you 

will find something in your common-sense 
circumstances that flatly contradicts your 
faith…Can you trust Jesus Christ where your 
common sense cannot trust Him? Faith is 
unutterable trust in God, trust which never 
dreams that He will not stand by us” (Oswald 
Chambers in My Utmost for His Highest).  Let‟s 
go back to the promise we have been 
considering in our recent series:  “The One 
who calls you is faithful and He will do it!” (I 
Thessalonians 5:23). 
 
Pastor Merki 

Millville Church of the Nazarene 
Worshiping at 100 S. 15th Street – Millville, NJ 

08332 
 

  

This past June we had a cottage 

prayer luncheon for teachers. We had 

missionary teachers, elementary school 

teachers, and high school teachers present. In 

John 3:2 the greatest saying concerning a 

teacher refers to Jesus saying “Thou art a 

teacher come from God.” Dr. Josie Carr shared 

in her book INSPIRE FOR TEACHERS that 

Jesus‟ twelve students (the disciples) did not 

get it sometimes. He taught in parables, gave 

them object lessons, practicums, and 

evaluations. But even Jesus had to re-teach a 

lesson because some did not get it the first 

time. Does that sound familiar?   

 We realized that as Christian teachers 

God calls us to make a difference in the lives of 

our sometimes difficult and challenging 

students. We shared ways we have witnessed 

and could witness to our students in the 

confines of political correctness; then we 

prayed for students that needed God‟s touch in 

their lives. 



 It was a consensus that we do this 

again – especially during the school year, so on 

October 24th at 7:00 pm we will have another 

Cottage Prayer Fellowship for teachers at my 

home. Look for the announcement in the 

October bulletins. 

 We also had a cottage prayer 

fellowship for the bereaved in July. We had 

a devotional and Barbara McDowell shared how 

God was with her and gave her peace in the 

midst of her grief. We were encouraged by her 

words and prayed for God‟s continuing comfort 

for those who had gathered and were grieving. 

We want to be sensitive to those who have lost 

loved ones. It is sometimes easy to forget in 

the business of life that long after the funeral, 

people who have lost loved ones are still 

grieving. There is no time limit on sorrow. Let 

someone know that you continue to pray for 

them, and that you remember their loss, by a 

simple phone call, a card, or a hug and word of 

encouragement. 

 Dr. Newell Smith, our District 

Superintendent, shared several praises and 

prayer requests for the district. He especially 

wants us to continue to pray for a spirit of 

reconciliation in the district, in light of the 

closing of the sale of North East Camp, and the 

judge issuing an order that the lawsuit was 

over.  

 We also want to continue to set aside 

the second Tuesday of each month as a 

time of prayer and fasting for the district. That 

would be Tuesday, September 9th. Most 

importantly, he acknowledges there is much 

work to be done and we MUST continue to 

seek a 21st Century Pentecost. We want to 

continue praying and seeking revival, as a 

church and as a district.  

 I‟d like to close by sharing II Chronicles 

7:14: “If my people who are called by My 

name will humble themselves and pray and 

seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, 

then will I hear from heaven and will forgive 

their sin and heal their land.”  We want to seek 

God‟s will for our lives and continue to follow 

His leading for this church…WE WANT to be 

desperate for others to know Christ in all His 

glory and fullness. May God give us a burden 

for the lost around us. 

 

      

 Brenda Codispoti, Prayer Coordinator 

 

 

 

NOTE: To activate our church prayer chain, call 

Michele Atwood at 327-6475 

or email Wendy Hughes at 

Jimzgrl@comcast.net. 
 


